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Notable News August 2010
Faith Isn’t Top Priority for Most, Study Says
Nearly 90% of Americans, according to the CIA World Factbook, identify themselves with a religion, and three-quarters of Americans self-identify as Christians. But only 12% of American adults say faith is a top priority in their life, according to a new study released Monday by the Barna Group. “The gap is vast between self-described affiliation with Christianity and ascribing highest priority to that faith,” commented David Kinnaman, president of the Barna Group, in a statement. “When it comes to why so much of American religion seems merely skin-deep, this gap between what people call themselves and what they prioritize is perhaps most telling.” The 12% who say faith is the highest priority in their life is up from 9% in 2008, but down from 16% in 2006. According to the study, evangelicals are the most likely to say faith is their highest priority in life (39%), while Catholics are the least likely (4%).


Christian Post 7/26/10
Grad Program to Student: “Lose Christian Viewpoint or You’re Out”
Augusta State University in Georgia allegedly threatened a student in their counseling grad program to give up her Christian views or face expulsion from the program. Jen Keeton, 24, was warned by three grad school officials to undergo remediation training after she asserted that homosexuality was a choice, not a “state of being.” Officials said the training program would be designed to increase her “sensitivity” on gay issues, requiring reading assignments from pro-gay literature and her attendance at a gay-pride parade. A lawsuit filed against the university by the Alliance Defense Fund asserts that the school’s requirements violate the Constitution. An ASU spokesperson cited a code of ethics governing the counseling program, saying that all students “must abide by the code of the profession.” ADF senior counsel David French said the college is “imposing thought reform.” In a letter responding to the faculty members, Keeton wrote, “At times you said that I must alter my beliefs because they are unethical. ... Other times you said that I can keep my beliefs so long as they are only personal and I don’t believe that anyone else should believe like me. But that is just another way of saying that I must alter my beliefs, because my beliefs are about absolute truth.” 








WorldNetDaily 7/22/10
Update: Imam Says Ground Zero Mosque is Just a “Muslim YMCA”
In an interview with Reuters last week, Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf said he plans to build a recreational institution modeled after the YMCA near Ground Zero in New York City, but families of victims of the World Trade Center bombings on September 11, 2001 have mounted an emotional campaign to block the building’s development. The center is a project of The Cordoba Initiative, a New York group aimed at improving relations between Muslims and the U.S. Rauf said he’s repeatedly informed campaign organizers that “we are neither a mosque nor within Ground Zero,” with no effect. Demonstrators continue to appear at hearings for the proposed community center, holding signs warning NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg that the institution has ties to radical Muslim activities. Rauf insists that the 13-story building will be an adaptation of the YMCA concept, including a 500-person auditorium, a swimming pool, bookstores, and a prayer space—“basically a Muslim Y.” NBC and CBS have both rejected an advertisement urging viewers to protest the construction of the building, labeling the ad “inflammatory.” The proposed project is now awaiting approval by the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, which will vote on the issue later this summer. 








Reuters 6/21/10, 7/12/10
Methodist Minister Plans Twitter Communion Service
Believers are invited to partake of Communion in front of their computers while following the service via Twitter, the brain-child of U.K. Methodist minister Tim Ross. Rev. Ross will send out a prayer in a series of tweets and ask participants to “read each tweet out loud before typing ‘Amen’” in response. Hundreds of people have registered for the service, and Rev. Ross hopes thousands will join them by the time the service takes place next month. “The perception of church is often that it is rusting away in antiquated buildings and not in touch with the world around us,” says Ross, “but this is a statement that we’re prepared to embrace the technological revolution.” 




Telegraph.co.uk 7/24/10
Court Rejects Stronger Indecency Policy for Radio & T.V.
A federal appeals court struck down a Federal Communications Commission policy on indecency Tuesday, saying that regulations barring the use of “fleeting expletives” on radio and television violated the First Amendment because they were vague and could inhibit free speech. The decision, which many constitutional scholars expect to be appealed to the Supreme Court, stems from a challenge by Fox, CBS and other broadcasters to the F.C.C.’s decision in 2004 to begin enforcing a stricter standard of what kind of language is allowed on free television and radio. The stricter policy followed several incidents that drew widespread complaint, including Janet Jackson’s performance at the 2004 SuperBowl and repeated instances of profanity by celebrities, including Cher and Paris Hilton. If the commission decides to appeal the ruling—the latest in a string of court decisions questioning its ability to regulate media—it almost certainly runs the risk that the Supreme Court could reverse longstanding precedents that subject broadcast content to indecency standards that are not allowed for any other media. Ted Lempert, president of Children Now, said that while the court’s decision was troubling, it also emphasized the need for clarity about broadcast standards. “It’s of concern because the F.C.C. has been a critical protector of children’s interests when it comes to media,” he said, adding that he expects that the commission will try to construct a more targeted approach to keeping indecency off the airwaves at times when children are likely to be watching. 









The New York Times 7/14/10
Barna: Teens’ Faith Practices Are Changing
A new study of nine different spiritual behaviors in teens showed that the majority of those behaviors are at their lowest level in years, including small group attendance, prayer, Sunday School participation, giving, and evangelism. Barna Group president David Kinnaman said church leaders may not notice the changes because the most visible ones—teen church attendance and youth group participation—haven’t changed much recently. Kinnaman commented, “Teenagers view religious involvement partly as a way to maintain their all-important relationships.” The most striking decrease was in the area of evangelism; the percentage of teens who had witnessed to someone in the past year declined from 63% in 1997 to 45% in 2009. Interestingly, 13- to 17-year-old Protestants and non-denominational evangelicals are even more likely to pray, attend worship services, read the Bible and attend youth groups than in the past, but their likelihood of witnessing declined equally with the other denominations. 


Barna Research Group 7/12/10
New Atheistic Ritual Uses Blow-Dryers for “De-Baptisms”
Edwin Kagin, national director of the American Atheists, conducted a mass “de-baptism” during a recent conference using a blow-dryer to symbolically “dry up the offending waters” that were sprinkled on the heads of participants during religious ceremonies as young children. Kagin said baptism and fundamental religious education “teaches children that the world works in other ways than it does” and even aligned it with terrorism and a weakening of the nation. Interestingly, Kagin’s son serves as a fundamentalist minister in Kansas, and Kagin himself cannot deny his son’s claims of a personal revelation in Christ. When asked about his son’s faith, Kagin admits, “I am totally unable to say it’s not true...(my son and I) just understand there are certain things we can’t, at this point, talk about.” Kagin says he sees the conflict between atheists and believers as “America’s religious civil war” and bad manners are a reasonable weapon in it, but he also said it was unlikely that atheists would emerge victorious: “There are far too many [believers].”                 ABC News 7/16/10
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Old Farmer's Advice

“Your fences need to be horse-high, pig-tight and bull-strong.”  

“Keep skunks and bankers at a distance.” 

“Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.” 

“A bumble bee is considerably faster than a John Deere tractor.”

“Words that soak into your ears are whispered…....not yelled.” 

“Meanness don't just happen overnight.” 

“Forgive your enemies; it messes up their heads.” 

“Do not corner something that you know is meaner than you.” 

“It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge.” 

“You cannot unsay a cruel word.” 

“Every path has a few puddles.” 

“When you wallow with pigs, expect to get dirty.” 

“Don 't judge folks by their relatives. 

“Remember that silence is sometimes the best answer.” 
“Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.” 

“If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop diggin'.” 

“Sometimes you get, and sometimes you get got. 

“Most of the stuff people worry about, ain't never gonna happen anyway.” 
“Live a good and honorable life, then when you get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time.” 

“The biggest troublemaker you'll probably ever have to deal with, watches you from the mirror every mornin'.” 

“Always drink upstream from the herd.” 

“Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgment.” 

“Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in.” 

“If you get to thinkin' you're a person of some influence, try orderin' somebody else's dog around.” 

“Don't pick a fight with an old man. If he is too old to fight, he'll just kill you.”

Shock Value


Pastor Harry’s Pen: 





I was watching the program “Nightline” the other day about reaching young people with issues that matter. Using new “shock value” commercials directed at kids. There was one for texting and driving where the accident is shown in very graphic detail in real time. The wreck, the personal trauma of being hit, cut, bruised and even to the point of hearing one of the teens neck crack as another car hits her from the side. Graphic to say the least! Interestingly the shock value commercials for smoking, shown by a camera going down a smoker’s throat into the lung - very effective. It got smokers to actually want to quit. At least to think about it. Not all smokers quit, but some actually did. 


There was another one about how drugs affect the family. They showed this commercial of “a family” of a drug user being hurt because of their drug use. Those made younger kids think really hard. “I don’t want my little sister or brother or parents hurt.” The ad was a violent short movie. Yet it worked.


Why am I writing about that? Well, it got me wondering about the church. About soft-selling the Gospel. You know it’s my pet peeve. The rainbows & unicorn dancing Gospel. It is much more meaningful now as we are going through 2 Thessalonians. A persecuted and struggling church that Paul is encouraging. Reminding them to stay strong and not live they way they used to. He reminds them about what will happen to those that have rejected the Gospel of grace they embraced. 





2 Thessalonians 1:6-9 (NKJV)�6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,





That, dear saint, is shock value. It is a sad thing to think about those that we know who have rejected Christ will one day get what they always wanted, a life without God’s presence. Those are things we don’t like to think about, and honestly if I didn’t preach expositionally, I wouldn’t go out of way to put this type of message together. I want to speak about all the goodies of being a Christian! You and I both know the words we like; Faith, Prosperity, Success, Financial freedom, restoration… all good things. Too bad they are all focused on the earthly temporal life. We get, got and will have all those things. Sometimes here, but assuredly, in heaven is the ultimate promise of our salvation. Plain & simple.


As we continue our look this month through 2 Thessalonians we’ll see God’s promise and what we can expect to see happen. Prophecy is being fulfilled in our day and age. We should be rejoicing! Our Savior has won the victory. We also should “be about our Father’s business” because there is a world that is lost and hurting and heading for destruction. It is amazing to think that “we” know the Gospel of Truth and it is the Power of God unto Salvation for those that believe.


I want to encourage you to read and re-read 1 & 2 Thessalonians this month with me. Let us stay consumed by a passion for God’s Word and a hunger for His presence.


My hope and prayer is that we find ourselves each day taking advantage of any opportunity to live out and speak the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior. He is not done saving souls and we have not yet been taken away. We have purpose, He has a plan. You may even have to shock someone with this message. (


Pastor Harry


Rock of Israel Ministry


Robert Specter, President of Rock of Israel, was born in the country of Haiti to missionaries, and raised on the foreign mission field. Robert's father, Hyman grew up as an orthodox Jew. As a young adult, Hyman had found that Jesus is the Messiah and wanted to tell it to the whole world. 


As a young man, Robert traveled by bicycle 8000 miles "Pedaling for Christ" and since then has traveled to Europe, Russia, Israel, Brazil, and Argentina. This has given him a global perspective. He says his travels and experience point to one overriding belief or philosophy, "We must trust God's work in every area of our lives."


In 1981 Robert received a Bachelor of Business Administration Degree and has augmented his education with courses from Fuller Theological Seminary.  In 1992, after ministering 13 years on staff, Robert was appointed President by the Rock of Israel's Board of Directors. God then called Robert to move the Rock of Israel's headquarters from California to Ohio in December 1993.��Robert has officiated Passover Seders, and ministers in churches with the call to evangelize both "the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). He has led ministry teams in street witnessing in several different cities. He has planned and taught at several seminars on Jewish Ministry and held workshops at conferences and conventions.   Robert resides in the greater Cincinnati area with his wife, Carrie and children Rebecca, Rachel, Daniel and Sarah.


Robert will be with August 15th for the morning service.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.answersingenesis.org/aftereden/cartoons/20060918.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





“Dwelling Place”


Time to get refreshed and excited ladies. The Ohio District Ladies Ministries is hosting the Annual ladies retreat August 19-21st. Times of Worship, Teaching, fellowship and making new friends from around our state and even shopping in Columbus at some of the hottest shops. What could be better than 3 days of encouragement like that? How about all it for less than a $100.00 including your lodging and all your meals! 





To sign up or for more information call Rhonda at 492-0083.


�


The ladies of Cornerstone Assembly of God will be getting together on August 9th at the home of Newell Schwieterman


12590 Sidney-Freyburg Rd in Anna.





For more information please call 394-3904.





Get with some real Godly women together. 


Forget all that Oprah stuff!








�
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Church Picnic August 29


We are going to have a blast at this year’s Church Picnic again! 


“The Land of the Lost Corn Maze” located on Vandermark Road just south of Fair Road in Sidney is not only super easy to find but we will have swimming, a golf driving range, a petting zoo, a corn hole tournament, volley ball, a kick ball game, catch and release fishing  and who knows what else going on.


It won’t matter if it rains because we have a huge indoor area that can hold us all and many of the activities!


All you need to bring is a side dish to share, a seat to sit on and your drinks. The church is providing the chicken. (It will be there early this year!) (


Bring a guest too. We all have neighbors, family and friends that need some encouragement & fellowship so go on and invite them!


See you August 29th at 1:00pm for an afternoon of fun and fellowship!


Unshakable Youth “Fun”ding 


The bake sale was a success! Over $300.00 dollars came in by asking for donations at the Sidney area Wal-Mart for the two hottest days of the year. A special thanks to Molly McKee for volunteering with the girls on Saturday. Another anonymous gift of $300.00 came in and paid for the entire trip for all who went! A total of over $600.00. PLT!





Thanks to all of you that participated in making all those wonderful cookies and cakes and pies and brownies! What blessing you were to our teens. THANK YOU ALL!





WarWeek: Youth Missions Trip


War Week is four days of challenging preaching, prayer and practice. Every year, hundreds of high school students pack the sanctuary of Revival Tabernacle Church in Detroit, MI for a week to hear from a handful of the nation’s finest youth communicators and participate in challenging ministries in the inner-city streets.





Please keep our teens in prayer as they will be heading here July 27th through the 30th.





�


When Sea Gulls become teenagers (





Church Office Hours:


Tues-Thurs 9:00am- 4:00pm


937-498-1328


























August Birthday’s & Anniversaries


Birthdays:


2nd- Bob Brussel 


3rd -Laruen Jenkins


7th-Sarah Bruce


8th- Rachel Noffsinger


11th- Allison Noffsinger


12th- Kyle Schwieterman


21st- Andrew Brideweser


29th- Kim Watkins


31st- Elle Jean Madewell


Anniversaries


1st- Ben & Dee Waters 


Help us update: call the office if we missed you.


Service Times:


9:30am Sunday School


10:30am Morning Worship


6:30pm Evening Worship Service


7:00pm Wednesday Night
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A dime has 118 ridges around the edge, a quarter has 119.��A toaster uses almost half as much energy as a full-sized oven. ��Each year, there are more than 40,000 toilet related injuries in the United States.��Antarctica is the only land on our planet that is not owned by any country.��Babies who wear disposable diapers are five times more likely to develop diaper rash than those that wear cotton diapers.��Indoor pollution is 10 times more toxic than outdoor pollution.


EInvestigator.com





Sunday School starts Sept. 5th


Yeah! Sunday is about to get better than ever! Classes for everyone at 9:30AM.


 	Betty Hoaglin & Rhonda Peterson are teaching the Preschoolers: They will be looking at Samuel & Solomon, Daniel & Esther and Peter & Paul.


Matt and Tina Flora have the 1-3 graders and they will be looking at how Jesus healed, God is our source and having a heart of gratitude this quarter.


Paulette Pohlman will be leading our 4th through 6th graders through studies of God the Father, on being a witness and our Bible & Books of the Law this quarter.


Our Young Teens (Jr. High) will be taught by Joseph and Jessica Brunswick this quarter and they’ll “getting to know the heart of God”, learning that “On that Day; What matters in the end” and “Pursued by a promise”.


High Schoolers will be meeting with Jamie Wellman to cover "Doctrinal issue that make a difference” in a Christians life.


Our adult class taught by John Snowden in the sanctuary will be studying 1 & 2 Peter and the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our lives.


Dod Noffsinger will be teaching a 2nd adult class on apologetics for different areas of Christian life.














Missionary Guest:


Christine Little will be with us the 1st Sunday of August to share what a nurse practitioner is doing going to Zambia. From teaching at the local Bible School and teaching at the local churches Christine has spent the last 2 years in ministry.





Christine will now be heading back to meet both the physical and spiritual needs of the people of Zambia.





She will be working with local clinics to help provide medical care to those in need and expand the education to the population about AIDS/HIV.





Please welcome and encourage our missionary guest Christine Little Sunday August 1st.





and .
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